The Anniston Transverse zone in the Appalachian Thrust Belt
November 16-18, 2017

Fieldtrip Leaders: Bill Thomas, Dan Irvin, Ed Osborne, and Will Jackson

Location: The accommodations and meeting facility will be at the Hampton Inn Gadsden/Attalla (206 Walker St, Gadsden, AL 35904, 256-538-5222). An introduction and pre-trip mixer will take place on the evening of Thursday November 16th, with two days of field tripping to follow. The bus will leave the Hampton Inn at 7:30am and return at approximately 5:00pm on both days.
Cost: $150 members; $175 non-members, $50 student members; cost includes the pre-trip mixer, lunch both days, field trip transportation, and a guidebook. Participants will need to make their own hotel accommodations. A block of rooms has been reserved for $89 + tax per night; to receive this rate, book before ??? and ask for the “Alabama Geological Society” rate.
Description: The Anniston transverse zone is one of four transverse zones that cross the Appalachian thrust belt in Alabama and Georgia. Sites of along-strike changes in structural expression of each thrust-belt structure are aligned across strike completely across the thrust belt at lateral ramps, transverse faults, and displacement-transfer zones that link displacement across strike. Most of the stops are covered by recently completed 7.5-minute geologic quadrangle maps. Stops include the Murphees Valley anticline, Wills Valley anticline, Big Canoe Valley fault, Gadsden mushwad, Dunaway Mountain fault, Helena thrust sheet, Coosa deformed belt, Pell City fault, and Ft. McCellan window. We will have opportunities to view seismic reflection profiles that illustrate the structure on opposite sides of the Anniston transverse zone, as well as paleomagnetic data for vertical-axis rotation in the Helena lateral ramp. We promise an interesting field trip, but participants should be warned to expect drought-busting rain that traditionally accompanies field trips that have Osborne and Thomas among the leaders. 

